Mitochondrial DNA mutation at nucleotide 1555 in a patient with bilateral sensorineural hearing loss of unknown etiology.
A mitochondrial DNA mutation at nucleotide 1555 in the ribosomal RNA gene was recently reported as a cause of maternally inherited non-syndromic sensorineural deafness. We assumed that the 1555 mutation is also associated with sporadic non-syndromic deafness and screened for the mutation in seven randomly selected sporadic cases with bilateral sensorineural hearing loss of unknown etiology. The mutation was found in one patient, who first noticed hearing loss when she was in her early teens with subsequent gradual progression. The results suggest that the 1555 mutation may contribute to the etiology of idiopathic bilateral sensorineural hearing loss in some cases.